Enucleation after intraocular scrapie injection delays the spread of infection.
After right intraocular infection, mice develop lesions in the contralateral retinal projections long before clinical disease occurs. Enucleation up to 7 days post-infection prevented targeting of lesions to visual projections, and prolonged the incubation period. When enucleation was delayed until at least 14 days post-infection, lesion targeting and incubation periods were similar to unenucleated mice. It was concluded that infectivity took a minimum of 14 days to reach the brain via the optic nerve.